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THEY ARE BOUND 


Books newly added to stock are quickly noticed 
on the shelves of a library by the colourful appear- 
ance of their dust-jackets. We have long felt that if 
a method of binding could be evolved which mad 
the dust-jackets a permanent feature of the books, 
it would add greatly to the appearance of library 
Shelves, and prove popular with readers of ail ages. 


It is with pleasure, therefore, and a certain sense 
of achievement, that after a prolonged period of 
experimentation with new methods and inaterials, 
we are now able to offer librarians a wide selection 


of books in our new PLASTICOVER BINDINGS. 


Books bound in this new style incorporate many 
of the constructional features of our Library Bind 
ings, whilst the cases are so construcied that the 
dust-jackets are made a permanent feature by beine 
bound under a strong, transparent, and conrpletei 
hygienic plastic covering which is an iniceral part 
of the books. They have other features which space 
does not allow us to enumerate, but on receipt oi 
your instructions we shall be most happy to send 
full details, a specimen volume, and lists of titles 
available. 


TO NOTICE 








Gs. Blunt & Son Ltd. Bookbinders & Boo! her 
North Acton Road, Harlesden, London, NAY 1 


Showroom: 100 Great Kussell Strect, London, W.« 
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SOME RESEARCH LIBRARY 
MATERIALS 


THEIR ACQUISTION AN >) CRGANIZATION 

LE. H. LEATHAM 
THis article is a review of the problems of the selection, acquisition 
and organization of reprints, photocopies, pamphlets and trade cata- 
logues. It is intended as a training aid and, together with the previous 
article on serials*, should cover the handling of the main classes 
of non-book publications dealt with in research and special libraries. 


The material presented is culled from extensive reading, and no 
originality is claimed, and numerous acknowledgements of sources and 
felerences omitted. A few selected comprehensive or important pub- 
lications have been included in the bibliography at the end. 

REPRINTS 


Reprint , Ollprints, or separates are separate copies of articles that 


have appeared in journals. Some re-arrangement of type is usually 


NZL 17:145-58, $1953. 
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necessary, although there is no alteration to the actual contents of 
each page. Most scientific journals, but unfortunately few library 
journals, give up to fifty reprints of their article free to the writer. 
Further copies are available at cost, and usually the institution where 
the work was done purchases further copies to satisfy its exchange 
mailing list and odd requests. The reprint, if of more than four pages, 
is saddle stapled as a fascicle, and sometimes provided with a cover. 
It resembles a pamphlet in many ways, especially when the article 
is long. 

The real strength of a library of a scientific research institution can 
well be judged by the size and degrees of organization of its reprint 
or separates collection. The collection includes mainly reprints, but 
usually also a considerable number of photocopies (on paper), pam- 
phliets and odd copies of various research station bulletin series when 
these are not numerous enough to warrant organizing as a series. It 








CENTRAL LIBRARY 
DEPARTMENT OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL 
RESEARCH 
P.O. Box 8018, Government Buildings, Wellington, 
New Zealand 
19 
DEAR SiR, 
Will you kindly send a _ reprint of your article 


which appeared in the 


Yours faithfully, 


Librarian. 











Fig. 1. Request Card 


is only by the extensive searching of abstracting services and the 
noting of references and requesting of reprints that a librarian can 
hope to obtain a comprehensive subject coverage, assuming that he 
has sufficient funds to be able to purchase most of the essential books 
and files of journals, The difficulties of complete coverage are main) 
due to the overlapping of many subject fields of interest and to local 
and regional pride in publishing omnibus type journals, including 
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occasional articles on all aspects of the pure or applied sciences. 
Bradford's law of scattering shows a fivefold increase in the number of 
tiles of periodicals in each group as one proceeds from the core 
group (main subject journals) through the marginal group (allied 
subject journals) to the peripheral group (general omnibus journals) 
where each group contains an equal number of articles of the same 
standard. It can thus be seen that few libraries can cover much more 
than two-thirds of their field in journal articles by subscription, and 
few abstracting services can give a really complete literature coverage. 

Acquisition. Reprints are usually acquired free and direct from 
the author by sending a form letter request, or more often a printed 
postcard such as Fig. |. Abstracting journals usually give the location 
of the research worker, and the cards are sent to the address given. 
This routine applies more particularly to keeping abreast of current 
literature by consistently searching copies of direct subject and 
marginal abstracting journals as received. When the reference is 





Author: 

Address: 

Article: 

Journal: 

Requested for: 

Reference from: Box No. 


Date requested: Received: 








Fig. 2. Check Card 


several years old, and is picked up through retrospective searching or 
in the bibliography of another article, it is necessary to check the 
present address of the author, although the institution where the work 
was done (if known) may hold stocks of reprints. The addresses of 
Scientists can be ascertained from the membership lists of relevant 
learned societies, from the few biographical dictionaries of scientists 
and research workers, such as American men of science,, Who’s who 
in British Science, Index generalis, and such regular directories as 
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Commonwealth Agricultural bureaux. Executive council. List of 
research workers; agriculture, animal health and forestry in the 
British Commonwealth; U.S. Dept. of agriculture. Workers in  sub- 
jects pertaining to agriculture in land-grant colleges and experimental 
siations, Searching for and requesting reprints can be done by a 
librarian with subject knowledge, or with the aid of professional staff. 
For good coverage, a check card such as Fig 2 should be kept. When 
the reprint is received the check card can be used as either an index 
or an accession card. The check cards should be regularly gone 
through and a second request sent for reprints not received after 
about five months. If no reply is received to a second request, 
consideration should be given to procuring a photocopy of the 
article concerned. Or perhaps only an index entry is warranted, 
with a copy of, or a note of the location of, the abstract of it. 
If the copy of an article not held or able to be borrowed is 
wanted urgently ordering a photocopy is recommended, especially if 
the article is an old one. An acknowledgement card should always be 
sent for a large reprint or bundle of reprints. Frequently a request 
to an unknown research worker for a reprint of an article will 
bring several reprints on the same subject, and such requests are often 
a means of putting research workers in the same field in touch with 
each other. Again, scientific institutions or laboratories in the same 
field of research often have exchange arrangements whereby each sends 
to the other all its publications, reprints or otherwise. Some research 
institutions collect and issue reprints in regular bound volumes. Such 
volumes are expensive to produce, and seem to serve little purpose 
other than local pride, as any important reprints would have been 
needed and requested when first noted as published. 


In building up a reprint collection a decision must be made whether 
to collect or hold reprints of articles which appear in journals held 
in the library. It is a matter of balancing the time and work spent in 
acquiring and organizing these reprints against the ease with which 
several reprints can be consulted or taken home for consulting in 
writing a paper, as distinct from as many bound volumes, with the 
additional factor of saving of wear on these volumes. Further, reprints 
can be lent in response to Interloan requests, again saving wear on 
the bound volumes and keeping them available for use in the library. 
For a good specialist library the latter arguments are sufficient even 
without the best reason of all, that by having as complete a coverage 
as possible by reprints, etc., it then has in the subject boxes a reason- 
ably complete collection of relevant literature, and not just a supple- 
mentary or fortuitous aggregation. There seems little point in marking 
articles in journals held to show that a reprint is also held. If the 
collection is comprehensive this would be expected, and a quick check 
can be made in the author file. 


There are a few minor ethical points about reprint and similar 
collections that could well be cleared up. Should requests be made 
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for more than one copy of a reprint, i.e., one for the official collection 
and one for the research worker's file? Reprints are often in short 
supply, and are often only available because the author has paid hard 
cash for them. Should official cards, time and postage be used for 
requesting reprints for private files? Should the reprint collections of 
officers be purchased after their retirement for official use? It must 
be hard to distinguish between reprints sent to a worker privately 
and those sent to him officially, or is it in return for one sent privately 
or officially? 


ORGANIZATION 


The reprint, bulletin, pamphlet collection is usually housed in card- 
board boxes on shelves in a special section of the library. Commercial 
foolscap box files are clumsy, expensive, not very strong, there is a 
large amount of waste space in them, and they require special shelving 
units. Carboard boxes, with or without backs or lids, can be manu- 
factured for about Is. 6d. each for orders of 100-200, to fit standard 
shelving units. Exterior, not interior, dimensions should be given when 
ordering, as the overlap of two thicknesses of cardboard at top and 
bottom adds a good } in. to the overall height, and this may be crucial 
if a neat fit was envisaged. Vertical filing cabinets are not recom- 
mended for these collections, as they are too expensive and too bulky. 
There is an appreciable amount of waste space inside the drawers, 
and they are expensive in floor space, because when there are several 
of them provision must be made for a good passage way past them 
when the drawers are open for use. 

Small collections can be filed in quarto manila envelopes filed on 
edge in normal shelving units, although to keep the collection tidy 
and allow quick location and refiling it is preferable to have the 
shelves subdivided with thin vertical partitions about two or three inches 
apart. Arrangement should be preferably by subject, with compre- 
hensive author and subject indexes. The author index should, of 
course, include entries for joint authors and sponsoring bodies, where 
necessary. Series entries for bulletins, etc., should be included either 
as a small separate file, or preferably in with the general serials 
holdings file. 

By far the most difficult task is making a detailed, cross-indexed 
self-consistent list of subject headings for the subject index. Without 
a good subject knowledge both the formulation of such a list and the 
indexing of articles, reprints, etc., is practically impossible. This is 
not the place for a discussion on the basic principles of compiling 
such lists, and no good summary of relevant information is known 
to me. Some assistance on terms to be used can be gained by perusing 
the annual and cumulative indexes of relevant subject abstracting 
journals. In some subjects lists of subject headings for books have 
been published, but these are now rather out of date. It is essential 
that an annotated master list be kept of headings and sub-headings 
used, and that changes and additions be made only after full con- 
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sideration of existing terms, importance of subject and amount of 
literature likely to be collected. The indexes should also include 
entries for publications and articles not held in the separates collection, 
und possibly not even held in the library. Index entries can be made 
with a note on location, for publications held in other libraries, and 
articles in journals held in the library, and of which no reprint is held, 
can also be indexed. Coloured cards can be used if necessary to 
distinguish between the various types of index entries. Within a subject 
entry group cards can be filed either by author or, preferably, in 
chronological order of date of publication. This latter arrangement 
facilitates weeding of out-dated material. 

The arrangement of the boxes, etc., themselves, is best done 
alphabetically under comparatively broad subject headings. The 
card subject index gives finer analytical headings, and allows a reprint 
that can only be filed in one box to be indexed under different sub- 
jects or aspects of a subject. To facilitate noting on index cards, the 
boxes, after the initial arrangement, should be coded by some simple 
alphabetical or decimal system. With an initial minor subject grouping 
of boxes through the inversion of headings, this forms a sort of 
alphabetical-classified arrangement. By careful design of the code, 
provision can be made for interfiling new subject boxes as necessary. 
When a specific subject covers three or four boxes, consideration 
should be given to splitting the subject up. 

It is unnecessary and uneconomical to attempt the above intensive 
organization of many separates collections which comprise a fortuitous 
collection of odd material received by request, by order, and mainly 
by casual donation (i.e., which just arrives). For these many collec- 
tions a rough grouping subject in boxes is all that is required, with 
only important material indexed. A list of contents can be pasted on 
or inside the box if desired. 

PHOTOCOPIES 

It is intended, in this section, to deal only with the photocopy 
procured because a specific item, usually a periodical article, was not 
held in New Zealand, or was out of print. The problems and subtleties 
of microreproduction as a publishing medium, or its use and organiza- 
tion as a means of replacing or substituting for large runs of 
periodicals or collections of manuscripts have not been considered 
although the principles are the same, and it is only in this field that 
the real savings in storage space and money can be seen. Nor is this 
the place to go into the economics and advantages of the varying 
methods of photocopying; suffice it that the cheapest method, provided 
halftone plates do not have to be reproduced, is still one of the oldest, 
i.e., the photostating machine, and that in this, as in most other 
methods, a large capital outlay and continuous operation is necessary 
for the cheapest copy. 

Photocopies on paper are often erroneously referred to as photo- 
stats, which are the cheapest, direct-reading white on black, and often 
slightly reduced, copies available. 
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Reflex photocopies are more expensive as a negative copy has to 
be made first, and a positive black on white copy produced from it. 
The equipment is not so expensive. A slightly cheaper method that 
can be done in any darkroom is to photograph the publication on to 
35 mm. film with a normal Leica type camera, and then print an 
enlargement, which is usually smaller than the original page size. 
Photocopies on paper have the advantages of being normal publica- 
tions, i.e., they can be used anywhere without a special reader, and 
although somewhat bulky they can, if large, be bound and treated 
as books, or if, as is usual, they are just a few pages stapled together, 
they can be treated as reprints and filed in the reprint collection. 

Microfilms are the type of photocopy or microreproduction most 
often encountered. They are the cheapest form to produce and, being 
small and light, are most favoured when photocopies of material 
not held in New Zealand have to be obtained from overseas by 
airmail. Microfilms are usually supplied in strips, small coils or small 
3 in. diam. reels, and these all have to be fitted into one convenient 
filing system. The strips are either of short one to three page articles, 
or are longer articles microfilmed on the Continent and supplied in 
a set of 10 to 12 frame strips. It is possible to reduce all films to this 
standard type of strip and file them either in suitable sized envelopes 
or the more expensive book storage systems manufactured in Europe. 
These books resemble philatelic dealers’ stock books, having trans- 
parent strip pockets into which a film can be dropped; alternatively, 
two transparent pages are thinly welded or glued together in lines 
about 40 mm. apart, and the films can be inserted between the edges 
of the two sheets into the narrow pockets thus formed. A location 
index or table of contents is provided at the front of each book. 
However, much simpler and cheaper methods are available for the 
comparatively small scale holdings of a special library. Many short 
or important microfilms are enlarged into photoprints, and treated as 
reprints as before, the film being discarded. Others can be arranged 
and stored in a number of ways: (a) in shallow drawers or boxes 
subdivided into squares of about 1} inch wide by thin strips of card- 
hoard, as used to be done in egg crates; (b) an alternative which 
keeps them free from dust is to file the films in small round pill box 
lype tins or cardboard boxes. With the above methods each microfilm 
is catalogued and classified or indexed as usual, and given a special 
microfilm accession number. This number, preceded by M, is carefully 
and permanently marked on the catalogue cards, on the film, on its 
container, and preferably on a thin strip of paper which gives full 
bibliographical details of the item copied, and is filed wrapped 
around the film. This type of storage, while suitable for most small 
collections, does not make use of the space-saving advantages of 
microfilm. However, some libraries do so by using the standard 
100 ft. rolls of 3 in diameter, by splicing a number of small 
lengths together after grouping them by subject and/or arranging 
them alphabetically by author. Their new location on a reel will have 
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to be shown on the catalogue cards, and to facilitate location, a short 
leneth of blank, clear film should be included between each short 
length. Che reels can be filed in standard boxes on shelves, or tn filing 
cabinets such as are shown on p. 31 of Collinson"). Most film is now 
non-inflammable, or safety base, and should be stored at a temperature 
of about 60 deg. F., with a relative humidity of about 50 per cent. 
These are roughly the conditions which would occur in a normally 
heated library. ‘ 


The advantages of cumulation on reels, as against separate short 
lengths, apart from storage economy, which is rarely crucial, depend 
on the type of microfilm reader available in the library. The large, 
expensive Kodak reader with facilities for speed reeling, automatically 
epening optical flats, and a rotating turret is not suitable for handling 
short lengths, as the film gates are placed out of reach of a seated 
reader. The English machines which have the film gates in front of, 
and below the screen, have poor recling facilities. Other qualities of a 
good reader are a sharp image, uniformity of illumination over the 
whole screen, protection of the film from damage by heat or scratching 
and the availability of alternative ratio lenses. 


Photocopies, usually microfilm, can be obtained from overseas in 
several ways. The most generally satisfactory is by membership of 
Aslib and running a charge or deposit account, as they can obtain 
copies of most items, especially if a copy is held in Great Britain. 
Atter a small minimum handling charge, the cost is per page copied, 
and airmail charges back to New Zealand can easily be allowed for. 
Some large overseas scientific libraries and abstracting services operate 
a photocopying service on a prepaid coupon system, charging 4 
dollar or so to microfilm up to 50 pages, or photostat up to five pages 
of any item indexed or held by them. The rates and type of service 
available vary with the institutions concerned. But this service onl 
covers certain subjects or holdings, and if the item is not available. 


there has been a lone delay, and another source has to be tried 


PAMPHLETS 


Firstly, what is a pamphlet? It is usually defined as a paper-covered 
publication of less than 100 pages. This definition, as most. is arbi- 
trary, but useful. The binding or the cover does not make 2 book. In 
a special library, pamphlets are usually either stiffened in some was 
and treated as books, or filed in the separates collection, in both cases 
with the usual degree of cataloguing and classifying or indexing. A 
few other methods of treatment will also be described. Some form of 
stiffening or hard cover is necessary, as soft covers soon become torn 
or dog-eared with constant re-shelving, and the book cards and pockets 
weaken the back cover. Some of the methods described can also be 
used for paper-covered books. The trimming involved also cuts the 
pages of this type of Continental book. 
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The most satisfactory method of producing a hard cover is that 
done by the fully equipped binderies. The original cover is removed 
and the pamphlet is encased with two sheets of cardboard fitted with 
a linen hinge. The hinge is attached to the spine either by stitching 
through the middle of the hinge and the pamphlet, or by glueing on 
to the back of a pamphlet of several signatures sewn together. The 
original cover is then trimmed and pasted back on to the outside of 
the board cover, and the stiffened pamphlet then trimmed in a power 
guillotine, and the cover given a coat of clear varnish for further 
protection if desired. Pamphlet binders of varying types and ranges of 
sizes are available from American library supply houses, but it should 
be possible to obtain satisfactory local substitutes for an order of 
several hundred to a well-designed specification. The basic binder 
consists of a roll of two strips of pre-gummed linen stitched together 
down the middle of their longitudinal axis. The upper strip, about 
| in. wide is dampened and folded around the pamphlet, the bottom 
strip, about 1} in. wide, is dampened and folded around two pieces of 
cardboard or mill-board previously cut to size. If desired or possible, 
the cover can be removed, trimmed, replaced, and varnished as 
previously; if not, at least details of author and title should be typed 
on to a gummed label as a cover title. For thick pamphlets the linen 
needs to be wider, and to have two parallel lines of stitching, the 
space between the lines being to allow for the thickness of the 
pamphlet. Pamphlet binders consisting of the above binding strip of 
varying widths already attached to boards of varying sizes can also be 
purchased; the middle V is then just dampened and the pamphlet 
stuck in. Another form consists of pairs of pre-cut boards of varying 
sizes which are hinged about } in. from the left-hand edge. The hinge 
is made by cutting a } in. strip from one long edge, displacing it by 
about 'i« in. then pasting a strip of linen about | in. wide over it and 
the edge of the board on both sides. A heavy duty stapling machine 
is then used to side staple a pamphlet placed between a pair of such 
boards. This procedure reduces the effective inner margin of the 
pamphlet, and it will not open well or flat. 


A number of important reprints or pamphlets on the same subject 
and about the same size could be properly bound into a volume. The 
pamphlets could be distinguished by binding a coloured sheet between 
each and providing a typed table of contents for the volume. This is 
an expensive procedure, costing up to about 30s. depending on the 
type of binding required, and causes great inconvenience to others 
when the volume is in use, or lost, because of one item; as so many 
others cannot be used at the same time. The cost of pamphlet binders 
and stiffening runs from about Is. 3d. to about 3s. for each pamphlet. 


A further method of organizing material of middling importance 
where it is too bulky for the box system and not worth, or unsuitable 


for binding, etc.,, and where publications can be placed on restricted 
access, is to keep them in a numbered file. Each document so treated 
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is given a number cither by hand or by a machine, and is filed in the 
numerical sequence so built up. To distinguish between these numbers 
and the accession number, if any (they should not be used in special 
libraries), the number could be preceded by a P. Even if reprints, 
cic., were numbered only to facilitate the recording of loans, | doubt 
if the time saved in the short loans book entries would offset the 
work of compiling what is practically an accessions register. 

This is a return to the old fixed location idea, which is again 
becoming more popular with libraries which do not give public access 
to the stacks. It has the further advantage that expansion only takes 
place at one end, and there is no need for arbitrary gaps to provide 
room for expansion and much moving when these gaps are filled or 
found to be in the wrong place. It also makes weeding slightly casier. 

The two main pamphlets on this subject are Condit ‘), and 
Ireland‘). The former is by far the best treatment, and is not badly 
out of date. The latter cannot be damned for following its title, but 
is of little use to research libraries (or to any New Zealand library). 
It is largely a list of subject headings, and of American sources of 
supply of pamphlets. 


TRADE CATALOGUES AND LITERATURE 


Trade catalogues, trade literature, and price lists form a valuable 
and often neglected or badly organized source of information. While 
the largest files should be found in engineering or technological libraries 
few special libraries are complete without a small section of this 
type of material. The literature varies from large expensively produced 
consolidated catalogues through descriptive pamphlets and leaflets to 
scruffy cyclostyled price lists. Its value lies in the often detailed 
description of the methods of manufacture of apparatus, or the 
physical properties and uses of new chemicals. Other information 
usually supplied where relevant is specifications, installation data, 
operating characteristics, applications. This information has often not 
appeared in books or journals. It must be admitted that often the 
inquirer is more interested in building a reasonable facsimile for use 
on a project than purchasing the apparatus, but this is as well known 
to the manufacturers as to the librarian. 


Procurement. To build a comprehensive subject collection from 
nothing means a thorough searching of local and overseas business 
directories for relevant manufacturers and suppliers, and despatching 
form letters (preferable for at least the initial request) explaining your 
interests and purpose, and requesting current catalogues and asking 
that your address be added to their mailing lists. This initial search 
should be supplemented by going through the technical and trade 
journals in the fields of interest and making requests to likely firms 
not previously located. If no directories are available, the periodicals 
will be the best source of information; approaches should be made 
to the commercial attaches of the main legations in Wellington. 
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However, some directories will be necessary additional tools and 
sources of information for all but the smallest trade catalogue collec- 
tions. The two main types are buyers’ guides, which list sources of 
supply for a given industry (these are often issued as supplements to 
trade journals), and trade directories, which give information on the 
firms in the industry, i.e., address, main products, trademarks, etc., 
and often data on their size, main personnel, publications, etc. To 
save much clipping of journals, or preferably despatch of form letters 
or printed postcards, many journals provide a centralized clearing 
house service, so that the marking and returning of one specially 
printed postcard included in the journal secures literature from many 
advertisers. 

The searching of journals needs to be done continuously to keep 
a check on new firms and products and publications that for various 
reasons may not be being sent. A check list or card should be kept 
for all requests made, and acknowledgement cards sent for large 
items received. It may be necessary to keep a large check card for 
each firm, and date stamp it every time a publication is received, and 
then send a routine reminder every six or twelve months to all firms 
from which no material has been received since the last check was 
made. Once the New Zealand or Australasian agent of an overseas 
firm is known and is sending you material, care should be taken to 
ensure that requests are always sent to the agent and not to the 
overseas firm, as otherwise the relationships between overseas firms 
and agent, and agent and library may be strained as each feels that 
the other has let them down. A directory of local agents of overseas 
firms is badly needed, but a card index of local agents for firms and 
of agencies held by firms, should be established as soon as possible. 


ORGANIZATION 

All material should be date stamped upon arrival, as many bear no 
date. Superseded catalogues, while possibly having some slight value 
for patent searches, are best dumped. Arguments can be advanced 
for arrangement either by the names of the firms or by subject, with 
an index either of product or firm’s names. Arrangement by firm is 
probably best, as in this way all the data on a firm’s products is 
grouped together, and it is easier to notice and remove superseded 
material. Subject arrangement is unsatisfactory, as big consolidated 
catalogues could then only be put under a broad heading. A good 
subject index finely analysed should then be made. The subject index 
can advantageously be on large 6in. x 4 in. or 8 in. x 5 in. cards, 
the name of each firm manufacturing a particular product, and 
possibly the catalogue number or reference occupying one line. With 
an analytical index, great care and control will be needed over the 
subject headings used, to ensure that they conform to the normal rules 
of nomenclature, and that synonyms are avoided. Specific headings 
should be used, and some guidance can be obtained from the Industrial 
arts index, The main disadvantage with corporate author arrangement 
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occurs when the library acquires tne various subject accumulated 
catalogues, such as Sweet's catalog service (multivolume works on 
different groups of industries), Chemical engineering catalog, Chemical 
materials catalog, A.S.M.E. mechanical catalog and directory. These 
are some American publications which regularly cumulate in large 
volumes American manufacturers’ catalogues of uniform size. They 
group them and subdivide them within a volume by subject, and 
provide firm, subject, and trade name indexes. They cost about $15 
to $20 per volume. The English equivalents are the Export catalogues 
produced by the Standard catalogue co., and in New Zealand there 
is Cranwell’s building supplies catalogue and Fulton's engineering and 
industrial reference, both produced by Cranwells of Auckland. Smaller 
overseas compilations on more specialized subjects are also available. 


Shelving can be done in the manner as for reprints, i.c. in boxes 
or in special shelves vertically subdivided every two to three inches. 
Manufacturers are gradually realizing the advantages of issuing their 
literature in standard or easily fileable sizes. Outsize publications are 
often thrown away by potential users. The British Standards Institution 
recommendations”) for size, are Ilin. x 8} in. and 84 in. x 53 in, 
and other recommendations, including some on contents of catalogues, 
are also given. Large consolidated catalogues may have to be shelved 
in a separate sequence with a dummy put in the main file giving their 
existence and location. Meixell’s pamphlet) on the trade catalogue 
collection is the best treatment of the subject, although the largest 
part is taken up with lists of directories of manufacturers, trade cata- 
logues worth considering as manuals and handbooks, periodicals with 
lists of current trade catalogues, and house organs, together with a 
subject index to these lists, all of which are out of date. 


House organs, when not composed of news and social notes for 
employees, are often an important supplement to the firm’s trade 
catalogues, describing new products and their uses. They should be 
indexed under the firm’s names, and a dummy sheet of cardboard 
bearing the name of the periodical, together with a short description 
of its contents should be placed with the firm’s catalogues. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


General 


(1) Collison, R. L. The cataloguing, arrangement and filing of special 
material in special libraries. Lond., Aslib, 1950. (Aslib manuals. Vol. 2). 
To be superseded(?) by his The treatment of special materials in libraries 
1955. Covers microfilms and trade catalogues, amongst other things. 
Pamphlets 

(2) Condit, L. A pamphlet about pamphlets. Univ. of Chicago Press, 1939. 

(3) Ireland, N.O. The pamphlet file in school, college, and public libraries. 
rev. and enl.ed. Boston, Faxon, 1954. (Useful reference series No. 84.) 
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Trade Catalogues 
(4) Meixell, G. The trade catalog collection; a manual with source lists. 
N.Y. Special libraries assoc., 1934. 53 p.o.p. (WCI has a microfilm copy.) 
(5) British standards institution. British standard 1311:1955. Sizes of 


manufacturers’ trade and technical literature (including recommendations 
for contents of catalogues). 


NZLA COUNCIL 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 2nd SEPTEMBER 1955 


Present: The President, F. H. Rogers (in the chair), G. T. Alley, 
H. W. B. Bacon, A. G. Bagnall, H. B. Cowey, E. H. Leatham, W. J. 
McEldowney, E. E. McMillan, H. G. Miller, R. N. O'Reilly, D. C. 
Pryor, J. P. Sage, D. M. Wylie, and the Secretary. 

Apologies: Apologies for absence from Miss N. Gordon and Mrs. 
E. H. Wright were sustained. It was resolved that a gift of flowers 
and a Jetter of good wishes be sent to Miss N. Gordon, who had 
undergone a severe Operation and was not expected to be able to 
return to work for some months. 


Postal Ballots: The Secretary reported that the following proposals 
had been approved by Council by postal ballots taken in March and 
August: 

“That Miss D. G. Bibby be appointed Registrar of Associates 
and Fellows under Rule 8 (ii) of the rules for the institution and 
granting of Associateships and Fellowships of the New Zealand 
Library Association adopted by the Annual Meeting on 25th February 
1955.” 

“That the statement on National Library policy, dated 19th July 
1955 (1955/47) be approved for submission to the committee of the 
Public Service Commission.” 

The report was received and the resolutions confirmed. 

Application for Financial Assistance: Mr. McEldowney reported 
that officers of the Department of Internal Affairs were not prepared 
to discuss the question of future financial assistance with representa- 
tives of the Association until they had worked out a more definite 
policy about the use of the cultural fund, but that he had been 
assured that a grant would be made for the current year. The report 
was received. 

Immigrants and Free Library Service: The Secretary reported that 
the Public Library Service Committee’s report (1955/15) had been 
circulated to all local authorities likely to be affected, and that 
replies had been referred to the Committee and to the Local Author- 
ities Section. The report was received. 


Activities Committee: It was resolved that the sub-committee’s 
report be received, and that an Activities Committee be formed, to 
consider the effectiveness of the Association in realizing its aims, 
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with particular reference to the points set out in document 1955/45, 
and to recommend appropriate action, including amendments to the 
rules. 

On the motion of Mr. McEldowney, seconded by Mr. Wylie, it 
was resolved that the membership of the Activities Committee be 
M. S. Fleming (convener), C. W. Collins, A. G. W. Dunningham, 
and S. Perry, with the President and Hon. Secretary ex officio. 

Charters for Associates and Fellows: Draft charters were submitted 
for consideration, and there was some discussion of the suggested 
wording. 

On the motion of Mr. McEldowney, it was resolved that authority 
be given for printing 250 Charters for Associates and 50 for Fellows, 
the proofs to be submitted to the Standing Executive Committee for 
approval. 

Customs Duty and Sales Tax: The Secretary reported that all local 
authorities administering libraries were written to in May asking them 
to try and enlist the support of their local members of Parliament in 
the Association’s efforts to have libraries recognized as educational 
institutions as far as customs duty and sales tax were concerned. 
Some press publicity had also been given to the matter. Mr. N. J. King, 
M.P. for Waitemata, had raised the matter in the House, and he 
had also made arrangements for the Minister of Customs to receive 
a deputation on the subject from the Association. Mr. Rogers reported 
that the deputation had been quite favourably received by Mr. Eyre, 
but that the Comptroller of Customs had not been so sympathetic, 
taking the view that if libraries were regarded as educational insti- 
tutions all kinds of religious and sports groups would ask for similar 
concessions. A written reply would be sent to the Association in due 
course. The reports were received. 

Co-operation between Local Authorities: The Secretary reported 
that the Public Library Service Committee’s report on co-operation 
between local authorities in the provision of library service (1955/14) 
had been circulated to all local authorities in New Zealand likely 
to be affected. An editorial on the subject had appeared in Board 
and Council in August. Replies to the circular had been sent to the 
Local Authorities Section and to the Public Library Service Com- 
mittee. The report was received. 

Use of Registration Fees; Mr. Alley moved the motion regarding 
the use of registration fees of which he had given notice at a meeting 
of the Standing Executive Committee in March. Seconded by Mr. 
Bagnall. On the motion of Mr. Pryor, seconded by Mr. Leatham, the 
motion was amended by the addition of a fourth purpose. Mr. Alley 
and Mr. Bagnall agreed also to amend their motion to allow other 
purposes to be added from time to time. The motion was then 
passed in the following form: 

That funds accruing to the Association as fees from Registration 
of Associates and Fellows shall be kept in a special fund or account, 
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and applied for purposes approved from time to time by the Council, 
including 

1. Grants in aid of New Zealand librarians pursuing courses of study 
or Carrying Out visits to libraries overseas. 

2. Grants on the recommendation of the Training Committee to 
enable tutors to travel to selected areas to give two or three 
day seminars to assist students of the General Training Course. 

3. Grants to students taking the Association’s General Training 
Course, and who are nominated by Branches or by the Standing 
Executive Committee to enable them to attend Conferences of 
the Association. Not more than four such grants to be made 
in any year. 

4. Grants in aid of publications of general professional interest 
other than those covered by the Association’s normal publishing 
programme. 

Estate Duty: The Secretary reported that the convener of the 
Legislation Committee had drawn attention to the Budget statement 
of the Hon. Minister of Finance that he proposed to amalgamate 
estate and succession duty and reduce the combined rate. In view 
of the pending amendment to the Death Duties Act the opportunity 
had been taken of again urging that total exemption from death 
duties be granted for bequests of literary material to public bodies, 
and that the whole amount of such gifts be deducted from the dutiable 
estate. A reply from the Minister, dated 22nd August 1955, stating 
that it was not proposed to make any concession or exemption in 
respect of estate duty was received, and referred to the Hon. Editor 
for publication in New Zealand Libraries. 

Indecent Publications Amendment Act. The Secretary read a letter 
from the Department of Justice stating that it did not issue lists 
of banned books. It was resolved that a further letter be sent to the 
Department asking it to advise the Association of decisions made 
under the Act in the same way as the information was given to the 
Associated Booksellers of New Zealand. 

It was also resolved that a recommendation from the Local 
Authorities Section that a public protest be made if an unsatisfactory 
reply were received from the Department, be referred to the Standing 
Executive Committee for consideration when a further reply had been 
received. 

Post-primary School Bulletins: A \etter dated 28th July 1955 was 
received from the Government Printer stating that it was still con- 
sidered that not all post-primary school bulletins were suitable for 
general distribution and sale and that it was therefore not proposed to 
change existing arrangements. It was resolved that a letter be sent 
to the Director of Education urging that all bulletins be made available 
for sale to the public. 

Dr. Luther Evans: A letter dated 22nd August 1955 from Mr. F. 
A. Sandall was received in which he drew attention to the omission 
by those responsible for the visit of Dr. Luther Evans to Auckland, 


191 








of an invitation to any librarian or to any person representing 
librarians or the NZLA, and asked that the matter be brought to the 
attention of the National Commission for Unesco. It was decided to 
take no action in the matter. 

Auckland Historic Places Society: The Secretary read a letter, 
dated 8th August, from Mr. John Barr, stating that he was already 
a member of the Auckland Historic Places Society as Hon. Curator 
of the Old Colonists’ Museum, and would prefer not to represent the 
NZLA also. It was resolved that Mr. R. Duthie be appointed the 
Association’s representative on the Society. 

International Seminar on Public Library Development in Asia: The 
Secretary read a letter, dated 29th August 1955, from the Prime 
Minister, stating that in view of the fact that a senior officer of the 
National Library Service had been asked to attend the Seminar as 
an expert, it had been decided that New Zealand’s contribution to 
this meeting should be limited to making this officer available. On 
the motion of Mr. Bacon, seconded by Mr. Pryor, the letter was 
received. 

Credentials Committee: Mr. Alley presented the report of the 
Credentials Committee 1955/51, and moved that it be received, and 
the recommendations approved. It was resolved that Mr. Alley be 
appointed convener of the Credentials Committee; this confirmed 
that action of the Standing Executive Committee on 16th March. 

Recommendations by the Committee on Applications for Associate- 
ships and nominations for Fellowships were then discussed, and Coun- 
cil’s decisions were reached. A list of grants will be printed in New 
Zealand Libraries as soon as the necessary formalities are completed. 

Legislation Committee: A letter from the convener of the Legislation 
Committee, stating that it might be some months before a draft 
recasting of the rules could be prepared, was received. 

Register of Qualified Librarians: It was resolved 

(i) That the Register be a large book into which entries shall be 
made in a sequence of entry numbers as charters are granted, under 
the following headings: 1, Surname; 2, Forenames; 3, Date of birth: 
4, Library positions held; 5, Library qualifications and dates awarded; 
6, Private Address; 7, Date Associateship granted; 8, Date Fellowship 
granted; 9 Date Registration cancelled and reason; 10, Notes. Entries 
should be widely spaced, in order to allow for changes to be noted. 

(ii) That when an entry is made in the Register the registration 
number should be entered on the application or nomination form. 

(iii) That the application and nomination forms should be filed 
alphabetically in form sequences: 1, Current file of Fellows; 2, Current 
file of Associates; 3, Cancelled Registrations; 4, Applications and 
Nominations declined; and that these papers should be moved from 
one file to another as relevant changes occur. 

Affiliated Institutions: \t was resolved that the Legislation Com- 
mittee be asked to draft a notice of motion for an alteration to the 
Rules regarding membership; clarifying the position of affiliated 
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institutions, and making provision for the admission of special 
libraries maintained by firms and similar organizations to full 
membership. 

Salaries Committee: It was resolved that the revised salary standards 
submitted by the Committee and amended by Council be approved 
as amended and referred to the Hon. Editor for publication in New 
Zealand Libraries, with an introductory note pointing out that it is a 
recommended scale only. 

Library Buildings Committee. A report from the Library Buildings 
Committee was received. It was resolved that a recommendation be 
made to all local authority members of the Association that they 
submit a sketch plan of any proposed new buildings or extensive 
alterations to the committee for comment before they agree that 
the work should go ahead. 

National Library Committee: Verbal reports from members of the 
Council who had made representations to the Committee of the 
Public Service Commission either as representatives of the Association 
or in other capacities were received. 

Public Library Service Committee: The Secretary read a progress 
report from the Public Library Service Committee on the replies 
received to circulars about immigrants and free library service, and 
co-operation between local authorities in the provision of library ser- 
vice. The report was received, and it was resolved that the matter of 
co-operation between local authorities be referred to the Small Public 
Libraries Section. 

Publications Committee: Mr. Bagnall reported (1) that the Otago 
Branch had agreed to undertake the preparation of a cumulative 
index to New Zealand Libraries for the twenty-year period 1937-56, 
including also the earlier bulletins and conference proceedings, and 
(2) that publication of New Zealand Libraries had recently been 
more regular, and not so late. The report was received. 

Archives Committee: Mr. Rogers reported that his Committee 
recommended that 50 copies of the Guide to Archive Practice be 
cyclostyled in sheets, that six copies (to be bound by the Otago 
University Library bindery) be distributed among the members of 
the Archives Committee, that Council refer to the Committee any 
requests it might receive to make the Guide available to libraries, 
societies and instititutions within New Zealand, and that no charge 
be made for the Guide. On the motion of Mr. Wylie, seconded by 
Mr. Bagnall, it was resolved that the Committee’s recommendations 
be approved, and that a further 16 copies of the Guide be cyclostyled 
and distributed to members of Council. 

On the motion of Mr. Rogers, seconded by Mr. Bagnall, it was 
resolved that approval be given to the publication of 300 copies of 
a cyclostyled bulletin to be sent to all local authorities who had 
completed and returned the postal questionnaire, and to all those who 
look action as a result of the letter from Internal Affairs Department, 
Copies to be sent to members of Council with the Guide. 
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Mr. Rogers reported that a basic record of local authorities’ 
holdings of archive material was being compiled from the returns 
already received, and from replies to the postal questionnaire. The 
basic record would be kept on 8 in. x 5 in. cards held in the Otago 
University Library, and a typed list would be sent to a selected 
library or institution in each of the four main centres. The cost of 
stationery for this project would be about £11. It was proposed also 
to write to local authorities for which survey returns had not been 
received, and it was estimated that £5 would be required for postage. 
On the motion of Mr. Bacon, seconded by Mr. Miller, it was resolved 
that a grant of £16 be made to the committee. 

Children’s Library Service Committee; Mr. Sage reported that the 
Wellington members of the Committee were working on the prepara- 
tion of a statement of problems and objectives to be used as a basis 
for discussion, but that very littke progress had been made. The report 
was received. 

1956 Conference: A draft programme submitted by the Conference 
Programme Committee was amended and then adopted, and it was 
resolved that the Conference Programme Committee be asked to 
extend its terms of reference to include arrangements connected with 
the organization of conference, and to continue as a Conference 
Committee. 

The following remit from the Richmond Public Library was 
accepted for discussion at the conference, and a remit with regard 
to discount on over-the-counter sales was not accepted: “That it be a 
recommendation to Council that an approach be made to the 
Associated Booksellers of New Zealand with a view to obtaining for 
libraries the same terms for books published in New Zealand as 
are given at present for indent orders.” 

Census of Public Libraries, 1954: Mr. Wylie reported that a review 
of the published census tables and notes would be printed in New 
Zealand Libraries at an early date, and that the Public Library Service 
Committee would be considering them in more detail. The report 
was received. 


Accounts for Payment: Mr. McEldowney reported that he had 
given permission for Mr. Erlam to attend a meeting of the University 
and Research Section held in Wellington on Ist September. On the 
motion of Mr. Bagnall, seconded by Mr. Bacon, payment of travelling 
expenses amounting to £10 5s. Od. to Mr. H. D. Erlam was authorized, 
it being agreed that this action was not to be taken as a precedent. 

Directory of University, Research and Special Libraries and 
Collections: On the motion of Mr. Bagnall, seconded by Mr. Miller, 
the University and Research Section was authorized to include col- 
lections in the scope of the directory which it is compiling. 

Te Aroha Borough Council: A letter dated 30th August 1955 was 
received from the Town Clerk, Te Aroha, stating that his Council 
had reconsidered its earlier decision to resign from the Association, 
and would continue its membership. 
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Pencil Daters: Miss Cowey asked whether the Association could 
purchase a small supply of pencil daters for sale to libraries. It 
was resolved that the Secretary be asked to make enquiries, obtain 
sample copies from several sources, and, if possible, purchase up to 
200 daters. 


Votes of Thanks: Votes of thanks were accorded to the Librarian 
and staff of the General Assembly Library, and to the Clerk of the 
House, who made the committee room available for meetings. 


LIBRARY TRAINING 
COMMITTEE 


The Committee met in Wellington on Ist September 1955, and 
submitted the following report and recommendations for consideration 
by Council: 


In accordance with an earlier decision of the Committee, all 
students who completed the correspondence course and examinations 
for Parts I and II of the course under the syllabus in operation before 
1950, but who had not completed the Reading Record, were circu- 
larized and offered the option of completing their Reading Records 
before Ist August 1955, or of transferring to the current syllabus. 
All those students who notified their intention of completing under 
the old syllabus have now done so. Those who have qualified for 
the NZLA Certificate since February 1955 are: Mr. R. A. Barber, 
Miss D. I. Paterson, Miss D. Powell, Mrs. J. E. Rooke, and Mrs. I. 
R. Webb. 


Although the Committee agreed in February 1955 to incorporate 
in the syllabus optional sections on children’s library work, detailed 
proposals have not been prepared, and it has therefore been decided 
to defer the change until the course commencing in 1957. In the 
meantime the Committee is to examine the whole course with a 
view to making any revision that may be necessary. 

At the request of the Committee, notes on technical drawing by 
Mr. A. E. Mercer, and specimen drawings by a professional draughts- 
man, Mr. N. Gaby, have been prepared to supplement the section 
on library buildings and equipment. The Committee recommends that 
this work be recognized by the payment of honoraria of £3 3s. Od. 
each to Mr. A. E. Mercer and Mr. N. Gaby. 


The syllabus for the Preliminary Examination, which was presented 
to Council for approval in February, was intended to form part of 
the syllabus for the whole course of training leading to the award 
of the NZLA Certificate, and for this reason clauses about the control 
of the course, appointment of examiners and other details were not 
included, The syllabus in the form approved by the Council does 
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not give the Training Committee authority to consider or accept 
applications for admission to the Preliminary Examination from 
persons not fulfilling all the requirements for admission. The Com- 
mittee therefore recommends that the Training Committee be author- 
ized to exercise discretionary powers in relation to the admission 
of candidates to the Preliminary Examination in the same way in 
which it has in the past exercised discretionary powers with regard 
to the admission of students to the training course. 42 applications 
for admission to the Preliminary Examination to be held on Sth 

October were considered by the Committee. 30 of the applicants 

who satisfied all the requirements have been accepted for admission, 

and the Committee recommends that a further 11 who do not qualify 
automatically be approved for admission under the discretionary 
clause. 

The Committee recommends further: 

(a) That Miss D. Randell be added to the panel of tutors in cata- 
loguing and classification, ; 

(b) That Miss A. H. Fache be added to the Training Committee as 
a member until Mr. Dunningham returns, in order to enable 
her to act as a Training Committee representative on the selection 
committee for interviewing applicants for admission to the Library 
School during Mr. Dunningham’s absence. 

(All the recommendations were approved by Council on 2nd 

September 1955.) 
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BOOK RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE 


Tue Book Resources Committee met in Wellington on September 1, 
and reported as follows: 

Among the matters discussed were aspects of inter-library loan, the 
obtaining of important serials and works in sets not available in New 
Zealand, and the tracing of unlocated university theses. The Com- 
mittee received reports on the Union Catalogue, the Union List of 
Serials, the Index to New Zealand Periodicals, and the National 
Bibliography. 


The Interloan Handbook issued by the Association in 1944 is in 
course of revision. The Committee is investigating direct borrowing by 


sections and sub-libraries of large library systems. 

Considerable importance is attached to a study of the ways in 
which significant serials and works in sets not available in New 
Zealand may be designated in order of importance and acquired. 

The Committee has considered the steps being taken to trace 
university theses, the location of which is not known, and recommends 
that the Association support the efforts of the University libraries to 
acquire or find these works by appropriate letters in the New Zealand 
Listener, the Journal of the New Zealand Post-Primary Teachers’ 


Association, and elsewhere. (This recommendation was approved 
by Council on 2nd September 1955.) 


NEWS AND NOTES 


RECENT APPOINTMENTS 
Mr. D. C. McIntosh, formerly Librarian, Whangarei Public Library, 


has been appointed First Assistant, School Library Service, N.L.S., 
Wellington. 


NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION OF NZLA COUNCIL 
NOMINATIONS for nine ordinary members of Council for the year 
1956-57 close with the Returning Officer, New Zealand Library 
Association, P.O. Box 5103, Wellington, at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 
25th January, 1956. 


Nominations for the following officers to be elected at the Annual 
Meeting will be received by the Secretary, NZLA, up to the time of 
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the meeting on 24th February, 1956: Patron, President, Vice-President, 
Hon. Secretary, Hon. Assistant Secretary (if any), Hon. Editor, Hon. 
Auditor, Hon. Counsel, and Hon. Solicitor. 

Nomination forms and copies of the rules of the Association may be 
obtained on application to the Secretary. 


REMITS AND NOTICES OF MOTION 
ReMIts and notices of motion for discussion at conference and at 
the annual meeting must be received by 10th January 1956. Please 
send them to the Secretary well before that date if possible, so that 
they may be circulated for discussion among branches and sections. 


ACCIDENT TO HON. ED. 
THe Hon. Editor, Mr. D. M. Wylie, was badly hurt when he fell 
through a skylight at the Lower Hutt Municipal Library. This issue 
of New Zealand Libraries has been thrown together by a group of 
amateurs, who hope that it will serve its purpose, and also that 
members will join with them in wishing Mr. Wylie a speedy recovery. 


WRONG NUMBER 
THE last issue of New Zealand Libraries was falsely labelled, on page 
153, Volume 18 No. 6 July 1955, although the correct date was 
on the cover. It should have been Volume 18 No. 7 August 1955. 


FELLOWS OF THE NZLA 
A9 its meeting on 2nd September 1955, Council granted Fellowships 
to the following two librarians: 
Austin Graham Bagnall, Librarian, National Library Centre, N.L.S., 
Wellington. 
Frank Herbert Rogers, Librarian, University of Otago, Dunedin. 


SITUATION VACANT 
LIBRARIAN, WHANGAREI PUBLIC LIBRARY 

APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of Librarian at the 
Whangarei Public Library. Salary £741, £780, £800, plus 13 per cent. 
(Arbitration Court Order). 

Conditions of appointment on application to the undersigned, 
with whom applications close on 22nd November, 1955. 

R. C. Magsor. 
Town Clerk. 
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SITUATION VACANT 
ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN, WHANGAREI PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Tue Whangarei Borough Council invites applications for the position 
of Assistant Librarian at the Whangarei Public Library. Salary £580 - 
£620. 


Conditions of appointment, apply undersigned. Applications close 
Monday 5th December, 1955. 


R. C. Magor. 
Town Clerk. 


BRANCH NOTES 


AUCKLAND 


THe Auckland Branch held a general meeting early in May at the 
Library of King’s College, Middlemore. The early part of the meeting 
consisted of a useful resumé of the personal impressions received by 
various members at Conference—Miss Evans, Miss Troup, Miss 
Milne and Mr. Colgan. 


An introductory talk to the King’s College Library was given by 
the College Librarian, Miss J. King. On the upper floor of the new 
brick wing of the College, with an attractive outlook over the 
playing fields, the library was an idea originating from the Old Boys. 
The beautiful School Chapel had been erected after World War I, 
and it was felt that no less fitting a memorial should commemorate 
the Headmaster and Old Boys killed in World War II. 


In 1946 an appeal raised £30,000, later increased to £50,000, for 
the construction of the proposed new block, while present students 
raised £1,000 for the furnishing of their own Common Room on the 
ground floor. The College was also fortunate in the generous gifts 
received which included £1,000 for books donated by Mr. Seabrook, 
while Mr. Hellaby presented 500 books to the School. 


The actual building was designed by Mr. Abbott, and after his 
death by his partner. The library itself consists of two rooms forming 
a T-shape and is most tastefully furnished, with the stained woodwork 
of the handsome charging desk (conveniently close to the librarian’s 
spacious office), harmonizing with the individual reading desks and 
chairs and other fitments. It is unfortunate that with large windows 
extending along either wall, shelving space has been curtailed, but 
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the gencral effect is most pleasing, and heightened by attractive displays 
of recent additions, as well as library posters demonstrating the Dewey 
system of classification. 

Miss King also outlined the particular problems of organization that 
were a feature of such boarding schools. The boys were so organized 
in various ways that there was little time for student assistants to 
work in the library. However, a Head Librarian had been appointed, 
and 14 senior and 14 junior librarians who had various duties ranging 
from classification and cataloguing to processing and issuing. 

The Library was not open on a Monday, but for the remaining 
weekdays in the lunch hours and after school from 4-6 p.m., Satur- 
day afternoons and Sunday morning and afternoon. On these occa- 
sions the House Prefects supervised workers in the Library. 

For book selection the staff had compiled subject lists the previous 
year, and also received recommendations from the students. Unsuitable 
donations were disposed of. Hitherto each of the four boarding houses 
had had its own library, but it was hoped to do away with this system 
and circulate loans of books from the main library. 

A vote of thanks to Miss King was carried by acclamation, and the 
meeting concluded with supper served in the attractive setting of the 
boys’ new and luxuriously furnished Common Room. 


PALMERSTON NORTH BRANCH 
REGIONAL BRANCH CONFERENCE 
RECENT developments in public libraries was the theme of the Fourth 
Annual Regional Branch Conference convened by the Palmerston 
North Branch and held in Hastings on 3rd and 4th September. 
Twenty-eight members representing twelve public libraries attended. 

The President of the Association, Mr. F. H. Rogers, officially 
opened the conference after delegates had been welcomed by the 
Mayor of Hastings. The chairman of the Hastings Library Committee, 
Mr. Apperley, then spoke about the Hastings Public Library, and 
the librarian, Miss Castles, outlined the services now given by the 
library. 

At the second session Miss Oldham spoke of the work being done 
in Petone. Display, she said, was most important in the small library, 
because people will not ask for the book they do not know is available. 
After six years of free library service borrowers now ask for the 
“difficult” book as a right—not as before, with profuse apologies 
at putting the librarian to any bother. 

Miss Cowey spoke of the developments in Gisborne at the evening 
session, and later Mr. Collins, Town Clerk of Wairoa, outlined the 
financial aspects of free library service and reported on the enthusi- 
ustic reception the newly constituted Wairoa Public Library had 
received. 
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LIBRARIANS! 


We are in Business to procure your requirements as 
EFFICIENTLY and as SPEEDILY as possible. 
USE OUR FACILITIES for obtaining English and 
American Books. We have had long and _ continued 
experience in importing. 


REMEMBER! 
for SPEEDY and RELIABLE SERVICE 
Call, Write or Telephone 
9 
HYNDMAN’S LTD. 
69 GEORGE STREET 
Phone 70-174 DUNEDIN P.O. Box 617 








BOOK JACKETS 


We have pleasure in submitting the following information relative 
to TRANSPARENT BOOK JACKETS for library books. 


This Book Jacket has met with a great reception from public and 
commercial libraries in Great Britain, America and the Continent. 
It is simple in construction and easy to attach to each book. 

The main attributes of this Book Jacket are that it preserves the 
character of each book, maintains each book in a new condition, 
has a great hygienic value, protects the binding and prolongs the 
life of each book. 

Eventually a library whose books are covered with these Jackets 
will have a bright and pleasing appearance. 


NEW ZEALAND BOOK SERVICE LTD. 
P.O. Box 33, Paraparaumu. 
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On Sunday morning Mr. Rogers spoke on local collections and 
archives, and an open forum on children’s and young people’s work 
was held in the afternoon. 


Questions and discussion flowed easily in the informal atmosphere 
which typified the conference, and special thanks are due to the 
Hastings City Council for their hospitality. 


FICTION LIST 


MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT TO NZLA LIST 


AUTHOR GRADINGS 


A Standard 
AB Popular—fair standard 
|A] Promising 
B Popular 
POPULARITY 
is indicated by asterisks (maxi- 


mum 


three) after the title 


gradings. 


Amis, 


Balchin, 


TITLE GRADINGS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
A Highest level: wholly free 
Ab Second level: mainly free 
AB Third level: equally free and 
rental 
aB- Fourth level: mainly rental 
ab “Fifth level: no particular re- 


commendation 

B Stock commercial level: 
wholly rental 

oO May cause offence 


1. STANDARD TITLES BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


Kingsley. That uncertain 
feeling. Gollancz, 1955. 12s. 6d. 
“ . . The world of the Welfare 
State in all its crudity ... The 
posh will be horrified by the 
lack of refinement with which 
he writes . . . but he has gusto 
and force, and rushes one 
through his series of comic 
situations at a lewd and rollick- 
ing pace.” Richard Lister in 


Nigel Marlin,  1908- 
A/AB. The fall of the sparrow. 
Collins, 1955. 12s. 6d. “The 
fall of the sparrow is the case 
history of a middle-class psy- 
copathic delinquent . This 
is not one of Mr. Balchin’s 
best jobs. Jason remains a 
bundle of symptom-formations 
and never really becomes a live 
round character . . .” Maurice 
Richardson in NSN 3-9-5S, 
AB**, 
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Bryher. Roman wall. Collins, 
1955. 10s. 6d. “. . . The story 
of a few days in the lives of a 
few people near the Rhine 
frontiers of Switzerland and in 
the time of the Emperor Galli- 
enus. The whole work is a tri- 
umph of economy in design and 
execution . . Roman wall is a 
most accomplished piece of 
imaginative writing.” TLS 2-9-55. 


Croft-Cooke, Rupert, 1903- AB. 
Fall of man. MacMillan, 1955 
12s. 6d. “The hero of this bitter, 
extremely readable book 
has few visible defects. He falls, 
not because he is too bad for 
this world, but because 
too good. It is present-day 
Society that is the villian . . It 
is credible but not convincing.” 
TLS 19-8-55. AB*. 
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PLASTIC BOOK COVERS 
DURABLE - PROTECTIVE - ATTRACTIVE 
HYGIENIC - ECONOMICAL 

Worn, torn and shabby books and covers command little 
respect from the public. 


TRANSPARENT plastic book covers protect books and 
preserve their attractive jackets in perfect condition for the 
lifetime of a book. 


These durable and hygienic covers are available with 
either PLASTIC or CLOTH EDGING. 


Time and money formerly spent in slower processing of 
books, costly repairs and premature replacements, are now 
being saved through the use of plastic covers. 


For further particulars or orders write to: 
BOOK SPECIALTIES 


P.O. BOX 2246 
WELLINGTON 











BOOKBINDING — REPAIRS 


We are binding for 40 main libraries and are able to 
cope with several more. We bind in Winterbottom’s 
bookcloth or Dominion Vellum. Our prices displayed 
are quoted only for Public Libraries and Schools. 


BOOKS Up to 9" x 6"—3/6 each. 
Up to 11” x 7"—5/1 each. 
Up to 15” x 10"—10/10 each. 
SEWING 1/- to 1/6 extra—undertaken where 
necessary. Stitchless binding also 
undertaken where necessary. 
MAGAZINES Covers stiffened— Up to 10” x 7” 
2/- each. 
Over 10” x 7”—2/6 each. 
Magazines returned expeditiously 


CAMBRIDGE BOOKBINDING SERVICE 
Empire Street, Cambridge P.O. Box 57 
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Davies, Rhys, 1903- A. The col- Huxley, Aldous Leonard, 1894- A, 
lected stories of Rhys Davies. Ihe genius and the goddess, 
Heinemann, 1955. 18s.) “Mr. Chatto & Windus, 1955. 7s. 64. 
Davies gives us a lively, vivid, “The story is told with ease, 
shrewd and often humorous pic- gusto and vividness, and js 
ture of the day-to-day life in decorated with his lively idio- 
the [Welsh valleys.” TES syncratic observations on life 
29-7-55, Ab*. and behaviout.” Richard Lister 


in NSN 16-7-55. A*? 
Ehrenburg, Via Grigor evich, 


I891- A/AB. The ninth wave. Lagerkvist, Par Fabian, 1891- A. 
Lawrence & Wishart, 1955. 12s. Ihe marriage feast, tr. by Alan 
6d. “Presents an orthodox Com- Blair and Carl Eric Lindin. 
munist view of the cold war in Chatto & Windus, 1955. 12s. 6d, 
Europe and the United States. These are short stories, and “the 
But after saying that it is a air of the whole assembly is 
through - and - through Marxist curiously archaic, a mixture of 
novel there ts little left to say.” early nineteenth-century Goth- 
11S 26-8-55. AB. ick and the later lushness of 

the ‘Yellow Book’.”— TLS 

Fast, Howard Melvin, 1914- A. 22-7-55. Ab. 


Silas Timberman. Bodley Head, 
1955S. 12s. 6d. Silas Timberman 
is an American professor. “He 
has signed a Communist-spon- 
sored petition, he has used Mark 


Lesort, Paul-Andre, 1915- A. The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, tr. 
by Antonia White. Collins, 


Twain's * 1955. 12s. 6d. “. . . Scems peri- 
—— m, “ man who corrupt- lously close in feeling to the 
ed Hadleyberg’ us a class chronicle novel . . . [but] M. 
reading book, he has refused to 


gg ; lesort is saved, just, by his 
volunteer for civil defence. sincerity.” TLS 12-8-55. AB 
Could such small things, even : 


in the U.S., lead him to prison? 


Mr. Fast, without much art, but Morris, Wright. The huge — 
with manifest sincerity, leads us Secker & Warburg, 1955. 12s. 
through a sequence of events 6d. “The theme of doomed 
which convinces us that thes American youth, and the lovely 
could.” TLS 15-7-55. AB*. goddam year’... With all its 
faults it remains a distinguished 
Faulkner, William Harrison, 1897 novel of life in the 1920s in the 
A. Faulkner’s county: tales of U.S.A. The hero is nebulous, 
Yoknapatawpha County. Chatto, the story all wrong, _ but the 
1955. 15s. “(Mr. FF.) has sel atmosphere, the | setting, the 
lected them himself as worthy nostalgia couldn't have — been 
representatives of that imagin- handled better. John Raymond 
ury province which he has in NSN 27-8-55, Ab*. 
created out of the State of Mis- 
sissippi.” TLS 19-8-55, A®*, Newhouse, Edward, I911- A AB. 
The temptation of Roger Heriott. 
Harris, George Washington, 1814- Gollancz, 1955. 12s. 6d. “... 
1869. Sut Lovingood. Grove writes with elegance and preci- 
Press, 1954. $4.00. “21 short sion. His novel is a_ civilized 
Stories, set in the Great Smoky work. All the same it is difficult, 
Mountains of Tennessee . . . on the evidence of this novel 
with an excellent introductory alone, to understand how both 
essay on the life and work of Dylan Thomas and George 
George Washington Harris. For Orwell could write such rave 
the library wishing to add to notices of his first book as are 
its collection of folk-lore hu- quoted on the dust-jacket of 
mour, this book is recommend this.” Walter Allen in NSN 
ed.” LJ 15-9-54. A. 23-7-55. AB*. 
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NON TEAR 
PLASTIC BOOK COVERS (Transparent) 


can be supplied in all sizes to fit library books. 


Made from non-tear plastic and bound with CLOTH, 


PLASTIC or crepe binding tapes to suit your requirements. 
COLOUR: BLUE or BROWN. 


PRICE LIST 





Sizes per 100 Net Each 
74” to 83” x 18” £5 8 4 1/1 
9” to 10” x 18” £6 5 0O 1/3 
8)” to 10” x 24” £7 1 8 1/5 
104” to 12” x 24” £8 6 8 1/8 





% discount will be allowed on all orders over £25 


Covers cut to size but without brown paper and tape are quoted 
at the prices given below:— 
Sizes Each 
Up to 83” x 18” 6d. 
83” to 9” x 18” 7d. 
9” to 10” x 18” 8d. 


Other sizes quoted, and samples supplied, on request to— 


C. H. RENNIE 
114 PRINCES DRIVE, NELSON 








Richler, 


Soldati, 





Paul, Elliot Harold, 1891- A/AB. 


Desperate scenery. Cresset 
press, 1955. 15s. Autobiographi- 
cal memories. “He is a vigorous, 
intelligent, often tender writer, 
and ‘Desperate scenery’ is in 
consequence a book of great 
charm.” TLS 15-7-55. AB**. 
Mordecai. Son of a 
smaller hero. Deutsch, 1955. 
12s. 6d. “Mr. Richler’s admir- 
able novel recreates the teeming 
streets, the frustrated passions, 
the furious inbred life of Mon- 
treal’s Jewish quarter.” TLS 
29-7-55. Ab*. 

Mario, 1906- A. The 
Capri letters. Hamilton, 1955. 
12s. 6d. “You might say that 
the theme of ‘The Capri letters’ 
is the inestimable boon of the 
Italian form both male and fe- 
male to the hitherto inhibited 
Anglo-Saxon . . . however syn- 
thetic the passion, this is a far 
more exciting novel than most.” 


Maurice Richardson in NSN 
6-8-55. Ab*. 
Stewart, John Innes Macintosh, 


1906- The guardians. Gollancz, 
1955. 12s. 6d. “The guardians is 
a light academic entertainment 
. . . Though he tries hard, Mr. 
Stewart does not quite catch the 
contemporary Oxford  atmo- 
sphere . . . the dialogue crackles 
delightfully, but some of the 
descriptive passages suffer from 
repetition and over-wording.” 
Maurice Richardson in NSN 
3-9-55. AB*. 


Stone, Irving, 1903- AB. Love is 
eternal. Collins, 1955. Is. 
“(It]describes the life of Mary 
Todd, who married Abraham 
Lincoln. She was often a trial 
to him; in middle age, her jeal- 
ousy became a joke, and her 
financial profusion gave a handle 
to the opposition. Mr. Stone 
writes in great detail, though 
every fact is buttressed by 
authority.” TLS 12-8-55. AB**, 


Sykes, Gerald. A/AB. The child- 
ren of the light. Heinemann, 
1955. 12s. 6d. “Has a sort of 
savage power that is irresistible, 
even when the writer falls, as 
he does rather surprisingly at 
times, into a hardly credible 
crudity. The scene is a_ small 
town in Ohio; the time an elec- 
tion; the temperature feverish; 
the personal relations close and 


violent.” Richard Lister in 
NSN 16-7-55. Ab*. 
Vidal, Gore, 1925- A Messiah. 


Heinemann, 1955. 12s. 6d. “Mr. 
Gore Vidal’s Messiah is an 
undertaker’s assistant . . . who 
preaches . . . the beauty, ease 
and goodness of death, and 
hence logically of suicide .. . 
Mr. Vidal writes with abundant 
assurance and much _ ingenuity, 
without ever quite managing 
to plumb the full depths of 
horror implied by Cavism.” 
TLS 12-8-55. AB 


2. SELECTED TITLES BY NEW AUTHORS 


Shabvala, RK. Prawer. To whom 
she will. Allen & Unwin, 1955. 
a, ©, Laid in modern 


Delhi, [a] delicate, Jane Austen- 
ish comedy of manners 

Mrs. Jhabvala writes with a 
loving wit and a command of 
English which most native Eng- 
lish writers might envy.” TLS 
19-8-55. Ab**. 


Lamott, Kenneth. The white sand 


of Shirahama. MacMillan, 1955. 
Ils. 6d. “This story of a Japan- 
ese seaside resort frequented by 
missionaries is Original both in 
subject-matter and treatment... 
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The subtlety of Mr. Lamott’s 
approach lies in his skilful pre- 
sentation of several points of 
view.” TLS 5-8-55. Ab**. 
Mayer, Martin. The candidate. 
Secker, 1955. 12s. 6d. “As a 
plain piece of imaginative re- 
porting, an informed glance into 
the engine-room of affairs, this is 
the best account of state politics 
in America that I have read 
since ‘All the King’s men’ but 
the moral perceptions necessary 
in a book of this kind seem to 
be strangely lacking.” John 
Raymond in NSN 30-7-55. AB*. 

















Love jis Niland, D’Arcy. ‘The  Shiralec. acters to do.” John Raymond in 
15s, Angus & Robertson, 1955. 10s. NSN 30-7-55. AB**. 
f Mary 6d. “A successful novel . . . in Stolz, Mary Two by two. Hodder 
braham which across. the Australian & Stoughton, 1955. 12s. 6d. 
a trial eid landscape plods unceasingly “Two by two is [a] story of 
er jeal- the figure of Macauley the very young love, its setting 
ind her swagman, a born wanderer . . . plumply domestic . . . Mrs. 
i handle TLS 19-8-55. AB**. Stolz has an unusually sharp 
Stone and kindly eye for the joys and 
though Pegram, Lorna. A day among troubles of adolescence, and in 
ed by many. Hutchinson, 1955. 9s. 6d. Harry and Nan and _ their dis- 
AB** “Miss Pegram has proved she turbed parents she has drawn 
7 can write excellent dialogue. It perceptive portraits which are 
© child- is now only a question of her astringent as well as under- 
cmene. finding something for her char- standing.” TLS 19-8-55. AB*. 
beet 3. OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS, INCLUDING BELOW 
alla z STANDARD TITLES BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 
ngly at Arnow, Harriette Louisa (Simp- Blondin, Antoine. Children of 
credible son). 1908- | AB| The dollmaker. God, tr. by Pamela Search. 
a small Heinemann, 1955. 15s. “It is Arco, 1955. Ils. 6d. “An extra- 
an elec- difficult to be fair to a book as vaganza in which the history 
feverish; long, as turgid, and as repetitive teacher changes the past for his 
ose and as “The Dollmaker” .. . Yet pupils’ benefit and his own 
ter in there is truth of feeling [in it}.” amusement . . . a most enjoy- 
TLS 5-8-55. able frolic with a serious mean- 
“A novel of — extraordinary ing occasionally implied.” TLS 
Messiah. power.” Coleman Rosenberg in 2-9-55. AB*. 
xd. “Mr. NY Herald Tribune 25-4-54, Boulle, Pierre. William Conrad, tr. 
i = AB*. by Xan Fielding. Secker & 
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Warburg, 1955. 10s. 6d. “Slight 
cr in substance than [his| “The 
bridge on the River Kwai’ [this 
novel nevertheless confirms 
one’s high opinion of M. Boulle’s 
intelligence and of his ability 
to tell a good story.” TLS 
27-5-55. AB 

Christesen, C. B. comp. Coast to 
coast. Australian stories, 1953- 
1954. Angus & Robertson, 1955. 
12s. 6d. “To those who enjoy 
colourful and workmanlike 
stories written with gusto, the 
current volume of “Coast to 
Coast’ offers excellent entertain- 
ment.” TLS 12-8-55. AB 

Gautier, Jean-Jacques. Skin deep. 
Surker, 1955. 10s. 6d. M. 
Gautier “begins with violence, 
but rapidly discards it in favour 
of his essential subject, the 
study of love between ugly 
people—or, more truly, of the 
effect of love on a person who 
has never felt the slightest hope 
of arousing it.” TLS 8-7-55. 
AB 





























Jones, Mervyn. Helen Blake. 
Cape, 1955. 12s. 6d. “Mr. Jones 
works most successfully with 
his eye on a_ social subject, 
and is uneasy with personal 
relations. The problem posed 
; seems artificial, and its 
solution . quite transparently 
false.” TLS 29-7-55. AB*. 

Karp, David. The day of the mon- 
key. Gollancz, 1955. 15s. “Well 
cnough ~~ written, — thoughtful, 


Strachan, Walter John ed. Modern 

Italian stories. Eyre and Spottis- 

woode, 1955, 15s. ‘His primary 

intention . . . was simply to 

° translate a number of — short 


Powys, John Cowper, 1872- A. 
A Glastonbury Romance. Mac- 
donald, 1955. 21s. First pub- 

lished 1933. “This romantic 

novel is surely realist in the 
sense that “The Brother Kara- 
mazov is realist, and the contem- 
porary documentary novel is 





4, COLLECTED AUTHORS 


5. REPRINTS AND RETRANSLATIONS 


moderately superior chunk of 
modern American fiction {but} 
certainly not at all distinguished 
The action takes place ig 
an unspecified protectorate 
somewhere in the East .., 
[here is any amount of conflict, 
emotional and political, at dif 
ferent levels.” Maurice Richard 
son in NSN 6-8-55. AB 
Kee, Robert. A sign of the times, 
Lyre & Spottiswoode, 1955. 12s, 
6d. “It is an ambitious kind of 
a book, very difficult indeed to 
bring off, a satirical fantasy with 
a dash of thriller, all taking 
place in the near future. There 
is plenty of intellectual vitality.” 
Maurice Richardson in NSN) 
6-8-55. Ab*. 





Porteous, Crichton.. B. Close to 
the wind (stories). Angus & 
Robertson, 1955. 12s. 6d. “He 
writes of steamships and sailing 
boats among the treacherous? 
reefs of the South Seas, in spare 
narrative and crisp, masculine 
dialogue . . . a collection of 
tales that never fail either in 
pace or suspense.” TLS 12-8-55, 
AB 


Velde, Jacoba van. The big ward. 
Spearman, 1955. 10s. 6d. “The 
problem of care for the aged is 
as real in Holland as it is in 
this country. The young Dutch 
authoress of ‘The big ward’ 
goes to the heart of this matter 
with remarkable frankness.” 
TLS 19-8-55. Ab. 







stories by modern writers which 
had not previously been trans 
lated . . . None of the stories 
is a masterpiece. —TLS 17-6-55, 
AB*. 











not. His prose has an organic 
life and beauty, of a unique 
and keenly enjoyable kind... 
Mr. Powys, I believe, is one of 
the last writers in the main 
stream of the English’s novel's 
vanishing greatness. —George D. 
Painter, NSN 18-6-55. A. 
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